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This month, we’re taking a pause in our “Aliens” series — but in fact, it’s actually all tied in.

PART | — In Memory of Leonard Nimoy (2”1)

A year ago, Leonard Nimoy (z”I) the actor who played one of TV’s and Film’s most popular
‘Aliens’ passed away at the age of 84. The date he passed away on was the 27th of February,
2015. According to the Jewish date — due to this year being a leap-year, his “yortsayt” (the annual
date of remembrance) was on the 8th of Adar B’ (the 18th of March), just a few weeks ago.

In his memory, we have prepared several interesting items, as follows:

1) Miriam Hoffman: Leonard “Leybl” Nimoy, in Memorium (in Yiddish and English translation)
2) R.G. Graeme — Mr. Spock the Wonder Dog
3) | Dreamt | was Spock — A poem from the Jan 2000 issue by Elliot Lazerwitz

PART Il — Star Trek — 50 Years Young

This month, we’re also taking up the challenge of publishing articles, anecdotes, etc. related to
the 50th year celebrations of Star Trek that debuted in late 1966.
In today’s issue:

1) Eli Eshed — The future of Star Trek (in Hebrew and English translation)

2) Book review: Redshirts — by John Scalzi
And a special effort on the part of our Sheer Science editor, Doron Calo, PhD, to tie in to this
month’s theme with a Star Trek tie-in about the possibility of ... Sandy Silicon Species (!?!)

During the year, we’ll present more related material on both Leonard Nimoy and on Star Trek.
Enjoy!
— Leybl Botwinik (CyberCozen editor)

THIS JUST IN: Many updates on http://www.spaceil.com/ = Israel’s space faring site.
Also: http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=f3d4308belb5a547f0e56038c&id=ecdblb5e19&e= (n>may® a3 Mwp wo):
e.g. Moon news; space camera; Arabic language volunteers training to be Israeli space spokespersons; and more
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PART | —To Leonard Nimoy (z”l)
“Leybl” Nimoy'’s Visits to My Yiddish Class

By Miriam Shmulevich-Hoffman

Published March 06, 2015, issue of April 03, 2015.
http://yiddish.forward.com/articles/185853/leybl-nimoy-s-visits-to-my-yiddish-class/?p=all#ixzz3iHwHKkY te
Translated by Leybl Botwinik
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A man lived out 83 years and by chance,
during his lifetime, had fallen into a gold
mine.

I’'m talking about the famous cinema star
Leybl (Leonard) Nimoy, who | knew and
befriended, for who knows how many years.

| became acquainted with the tall, smiling
actor in 1998, during a production of one of
my Jewish theatre pieces “Songs from the
Garden of Eden”, produced by John Papp,
that was playing at the Shakespeare festival
for “Public Theatre”. Since then, Leybl and |
often met and chatted in Yiddish.

The truth is, that he began his acting career
in Los Angeles with Maurice Schwartz in the
Yiddish production of Sholem Aleichem’s
“Tevye der Milkhiker”. Afterwards, time went
by looking for work where actors went
through ups and downs until they found
something. The truth is that it has always
been, and has remained one of the most
difficult professions in which to make a buck.

He wasn'’t especially successful as an actor
until ... he was offered a three week stintin a
TV episode for a series called “Star Trek”, a
fantastic story that involved far-flung planets
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and all sorts of fictional characters. After
having played out three weeks and having
earned about 35% ... and he was on his own
again.

He again wandered around without work and
was about to entirely give up the whole
acting profession, when a producer popped
who had seen in “Star Trek” a potential hit,
and he rehired the same actors, and it was
smooth sailing from that moment on.

When | got to know Leybl better, | invited him
to my Yiddish classes at Columbia
University. He accepted it with adulation.
The entire floor of teachers and students
came running as if to a county fair just to
have a look at “Mr. Spock” that they knew so
well from the films. When Leonard entered
the packed classroom, he immediately
commanded:

“Since | speak a pretty good Yiddish, | would
like the questions to be put in Yiddish,
because | won’t answer them in English.”

The first question was:

“What is the origin of the name “Vulcan” — the
name given to the planet since it was shown
on screen?”

Leybl smiled broadly and answered:

When they looked for a name for my planet, |
suggested “Vulcan”, from the Yiddish word
“volkn = cloud”. Everyone was pleased.

“And where did the spread fingers that you
use in the films come from?”

Leybl revealed that this came from the
“Cohanim” [Jewish priest sect] during their
special blessings.

| asked him the origin of his own family name
“Nimoy”. He answered that he had no idea.

Here | remembered my Russian, and offered
that this was a Russian word that means “a
mute”. Imagine his surprise and the laughter
of the assembled students in class.

| explained to him, that when the census-
takers went from town to town to register the
inhabitants, some distant relative of his
probably had no clue as to what they wanted,
so he remained silent. So he was deemed a
“nimoy” a dumb-mute — my conjecture.
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When | taught Yiddish during my winter
break at UCLA in Los Angeles, Leonard
invited me to lunch at his home in Beverly
Hills.

Let me divulge another secret, he was a very
modest person. His house was simple,
nothing like the hype about Hollywood'’s
famous actors. His wife Susan, was a Jewish
daughter, and was also modest and gentle,
with no pretenses.

We spent a warm and cozy evening.

From that moment on, we met on occasion,
and kept up a correspondence via e-mail.
Every Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year)
we wished each other well, and he always
wanted to know how the Yiddish program at
Columbia was going.

About 10 years ago, when the wonderful
professor Rachmiel Peltz had his tenure
rejected and his job renewal was refused, the
Yiddish program started to flounder.

| told Leybl about this loss, and that we
should have a stable department chair to
guarantee the future of Yiddish at Columbia
University, and that we should hire more
professors with good Yiddish knowledge to
replace Rachmiel Peltz.

Upon hearing this, Leonard Nimoy promptly
took out his checkbook and wrote out a sum
of nearly one million dollars and pledged it on
condition that a second millionaire should be
found to match the amount.

At that point, one of the fundraisers at
Columbia grabbed me and asked:

“How do you think we can get a matching
sum to the amount Leonard Nimoy put in for
a Yiddish chair at Columbia?”

| was surprised at the fundraiser, that she
didn’t know how to raise funds, so | said to
her:

“Quite simple, Columbia will organize a big
reception and banquet for Leonard, and he’ll
invite his close friends from Hollywood like
Mel Brookes, Carl Reiner, Neil Simon,
Barbara Streisand... and you’ll have more
than enough”.

| was elated, and as | was running up the
steps in Columbia | bumped into a professor
of East-European History. With delight |
called out:
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“Have you heard of our great joy?

Leonard Nimoy has pledged almost a million
dollars for a Yiddish chair.

It hasn’t been renewed since Uriel
Weinreich”...

She looked at me crookedly and answered:
“In the meantime, I'll use the money to take

trips to Europe and give lectures in my field”.

As soon as | heard this tune, | contacted
Leybl and informed him of this gruesome
activity, and Leonard immediately withdrew
his pledge from Columbia, and call me what
you like.

We were both dismayed over the fate of our
language that had fallen into the hands of
strangers and greedy hands. Nevertheless,
we remained good friends until the end, and
continued our conversations in Yiddish.

A gentle “Mentsh”, a fine actor, who was
willing to be highly supportive when it came
to his Jewish heritage, has departed into
eternity.
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Borekh Dayen Hoemes,
zol der eydeler leybl, leonard nimoy, hobn dem likhtikn gan-eyden.

Blessed is the Judge of Truth
[Traditionally said upon hearing or speaking about the departed]
May the gentle Leybl, Leonard Nimoy, have a bright Heaven.

[Translated from the Yiddish: Leybl Botwinik]
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Mr. Spock the Wonder Dog
or: How Silly Can A Science Officer Be?

By R. Graeme Cameron

With permission to reprint from the author — Originally published at:
http://amazingstoriesmag.com/2013/12/mr-spock-wonder-dog-silly-can-science-officer/

I loved the original Twilight Zone and The Outer Limits, but | was horrified when they were
replaced by Lost in Space, a kiddie show | took as a personal insult (being a young
teenager | took EVERYTHING as a personal insult).

Fortunately Star Trek came along, an ‘adult’ series that took science fiction seriously. Even
better, it expressed the 1960s modernity craze with eye-catching details like beehive
hairdos, sky-high hemlines, and a bridge layout so advanced the US Navy sent ship
designers to study the set. Today people forget how innovative all this seemed when the
show first aired. It had quite an impact. No less an authority than Isaac Asimov called Star
Trek “the first good television science fiction.” As a science fiction fan | felt both thrilled and
vindicated.

| was never a Trekkie. But | was grateful. Star Trek salvaged my faith in SF.

Of course my favorite character was Science Officer Spock. His calm, logical approach to
absolutely everything, be it needling Kirk or confronting the latest alien menace, struck me
as utterly fascinating. | wanted to BE Mr. Spock.

How did Spock strike the critics on first exposure? They didn’t know what to make of him.
TV critic Joyce Dingman wrote:

“The only really appealing character on Star Trek is Leonard Nimoy as the slant-
browed Spock, a creature from a planet where they’ve done away with emotion.”

Spock explains, in the tones of a calm, loyal, helpful dog:
“Where there is no emotion, there is no violence,”

| guess on his planet, having done away with adrenal glands, they’ve also done away with
both public and private affairs. What do you suppose THEY have for television programs?”

Hmmm, good point. | don’t think the show ever revealed the nature of Vulcan media.
UPI focused on Spock’s ears as the source of his appeal:

“Leonard Nimoy is the Vulcan with pointed ears in television’s Star Trek with whom
half the female population has fallen in love. Is it his ears that throttle up feminine
hearts? ...If it is the sharpened ears that bring in 5,000 letters a week from aggressive
dames, plastic surgeons may find long lines of hopeful males pounding on their doors
for surgery.”
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Possibly a tad exaggerated. Correcting the shape of
my ears in order to attract girls never occurred to me.
Sadly, | settled for wearing Stanfield brand turtlenecks
for that sexy ‘come hither’ Trekman look. Wasn't all
that effective. Nobody wanted to beam me up, let alone
fondle the points of my ears.

In truth, | suspect the real reason | identified with
Spock is related to the result of a network survey
conducted to discover the reason for his popularity:

“He is rejected and doesn’t dig Earth-type girls.”

Evidently women considered this an enticing challenge
and were attracted to him in determined droves.

; i Subconsciously | emulated him, feigning indifference
LEONARD NIMOY (extreme shyness helped), but with zero effect. Maybe
LSemisiikedin T | should have adopted the ear style after all.

Gene Roddenberry had his own explanation:

“We’re all imprisoned within ourselves. We’re ALL aliens on this strange planet. So
people find identification with Spock.”

True enough as far as it goes, but Spock’s popularity appeared to be fueled by more than
mere angst and self-doubt on the part of viewers, it seemed to be based on something as
all-consuming as a massive black hole.

Leave it to Isaac Asimov to discover the truth. He asked his twelve year old daughter:
“Mr. Spock is dreamy,” she said.
For Asimov this was a paradigm shift, an epiphany, an overwhelming revelation:

“It hadn’t occurred to me that Mr. Spock was sexy. | had never realized that such a
thing was possible; that girls palpitate over the way one eyebrow goes up a fraction;
that they squeal with passion when a little smile quirks his lips. And all because he’s
SMART. It’s SEXY to be smart!”

No wonder no one mistook me for an interplanetary Casanova. | was never able to
memorize the times tables. | can’'t quote the periodic table. | can’t even MAKE a table. Sigh.

Nimoy himself stated:

“The kids dig the fact that Mr. Spock is cool.”

Yes, Spock was most definitely cool. His persona rather resembled that of a Beatnik, and
everybody knew that Beatniks were intellectually cool (as opposed to the up-and-coming
Hippies who were emotionally cool).

“I grok Spock?” No.
More like, “I dig Spock.”
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The show aired in September 1966. Not long after, in
March of 1967, Nimoy was Guest of Honour at the
National Space Club in Washington whose members
included NASA administrators and engineers. One of them
told him:

“Cape Kennedy practically shuts down when Star Trek is

on.

| believe it. While not especially popular with the general
public, Star Trek appealed to them as liked to think
seriously about Space.

Or as Isaac Asimov nailed it:

“I had been watching Star Trek since its inception because I like it, because it is well-
done, because it is exciting, because it says things (subtly and neatly) that are difficult
to say in ‘straight’ drama, and because science fiction, properly presented, is the type of
literature most appropriate to our generation.”

Some modern fen may find it hard to take the above comment seriously. Didn’t fans back in
the 60s sneer at Star Trek for its cheap effects, its silly plots, its archaic sexism, its
ludicrous, overly-colourful sets? Wasn't it obvious it was just trashy space opera?
Something to disdain? To laugh at for all the wrong reasons?

Critic Bob Blackburn of the Toronto Telegram had this to say in February of 1967:

“It’s a technically well-made show, with good colour and special effects... It’s far
above its two competitors this season — Time Tunnel and the Invaders, both of which
merely use a science fiction gimmick as a spring-board into trite action-adventure
shows. And it has been the only consistently good piece of escape entertainment to be
launched in this sorry season.”

The reality is Star Trek hit the airwaves like a breath of fresh air and struck viewers like me
as intoxicatingly futuristic, amazingly intelligent, and cleverly balanced in its mixture of
action, comic relief, and nifty concepts. Plus it looked real cool, a visual treat.

To understand this you have to dredge your memory to rediscover how you felt when you
first saw it back in the 1960s. Only those who witnessed the arrival of Star Trek can truly
appreciate what it was in its time.

For SF fans like me it was refreshing and stimulating. Modern fans born long after will just
have to take my word for it.

Even non-fans took notice when it was new. People who NEVER watched Star Trek
nevertheless accepted Spock and Kirk as contemporary icons, knew the appropriate
catchphrases, and recognized references, all because numerous critics, commentators and
stand-up comics repeatedly brought the show to their attention. Any satire of Trek,
therefore, appealed to an audience greater than that of Star Trek itself.
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| present as Exhibit A: A photo of Canadian comedians Wayne and Shuster
spoofing Star Trek on one of their comedy specials.

Older American fans may remember seeing their
skits on the Ed Sullivan show. Their most famous
line, in a spoof of Julius Caesar, took place in a
Roman bar. The bartender asks:

“What’ll you have? A Martini?”

And Wayne replies “If | wanted two I'd ask for two.”
(It helps to know Latin.)

For decades they did an annual special for the CBC. Unfortunately | can’t remember any of
the lines from their Trek spoof, but | assume it was a mixture of very broad humour
sprinkled with bits of sharp satire, their trademark technique.

Exhibit B: Mad Magazine:

The panel with Spock and Kirk, from a TV guide article about Mad Magazine (and its
infamous TV parodies) published in October of 1968, was taken from Mad’s first Trek spoof
“Star Bleccch,” which appeared in issue #115 sometime in 1967.

=25 |'m not sure if | believe | still own that issue,

e b buried somewhere in my closet
in a mound of magazines and
comic books. Someday I'll dig it
out.

| love the way the artist Mort
Drucker depicted how ill-fitting
and uncomfortable the Starfleet
uniform tunics actually were.
Mad Magazine was noted for its
attention to subtle details, often
gags in themselves.

To sum up — The cover of the Toronto Telegram’s TV
guide asks the question:

“Has TV met the sci-fi challenge?”
The answer was a resounding “yes!”

Because Star Trek wasn’t “sci-fi”, it was science fiction,
GENUINE science fiction, and that, whenever and
wherever it appears on television, is never less than a
miracle. And cause for celebration.

Oh, and Mr. Spock wasn't silly at all. A rather admirable
chap actually. Bit of a role model. At least to me.
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From the January 2000 issue of CyberCozen — a poem:

Poem:

I dreamt I was Spock by Elliot Lazerwitz

Last night I dreamt T was Spock
lizard hindbrain, reptilian features
vet feeling from within,
half-human.

| took a lover and,
cleaved in two,
phasered her out of being.

I felt the sheer terror
of not knowing how to feel.

And. feeling,
married the ship for my bride
foregoing my issue lor vears Lo come,

They tell me
human women used [0 SWoon over me

but that 1s not what I recall.

The author welcomes feedback and comment at:

Fook o K T TN oo g

email: ELLIOT@NewMail. Co.il

Itis illogical

for a woman to love

a lizard man such as L.
I refuse 1o believe this.
Yet. I must admit

[ feel delight,

Indeed, it frightens me.

Best to wait

for my Amok Time

when I can wildly court
with no fear of betrayal ...

I awoke

gripped as by a vise,

I missed my lover so

knowing that, to her,

I must seem sometimes very Vulcan.

—

. & |

Pain like he'd never known ripped through Sy

planet erumble. Memoric

his younger self
ng Pon

emotion. So many things w

Spock felt instictively for the glim:
it had long been dormant, but

Captair

his life overwhelr

He wouldn't escape

1 change, had al

becay his failure

r of a link he'd share

as just the thought of Jim brought more

him. Struck by a thought, he wondered if his younger self would
also find his t'hy'la with the Jim of this t
there was a Jim in this tin
Ty, when only re
ek retreated from bii
ighing, he closed his eyes thinking of memo

happen
-

He wondered tf

wnds of Vuloan we

cold and u
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PART Il

— 50 Years of Star Trek

| |
The “Future” of Star Trek — n'a5D 'a yon 7w "1mmy"n
[From the editor, LB: Eli Eshed is perhaps Israel’s foremost expert on popular fiction
His Hebrew website is always interesting and chock full of write-ups on topics ranging from Tarzan
to comics to SF and pulp fiction and lots more (see his website at: http://www.yekum.org/ )
NOTE: Since this article deals with the various time periods of the multiple “Star Trek”
series and films, a useful reference might be the following timeline chart:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline of Star Trek]

This is not really related to the terrorist attacks in Paris
(and elsewhere), waves of immigrants to Europe, ISIS,
and the Third World War that people have been
talking about... but then again, it probably is related.
Very related.

It was recently announced, that there will be a new
"Star Trek" TV series in 2017 — a subject which | have a
special interest in (my thesis dealt with “Star Trek" and
its literary incarnations and | published many articles
on the series). Prior to that, the third film in a series of
films of the "rebooted" Star Trek, dealing with the
adventures of Captain Kirk and his crew in the 23™
century will be released — But this is less interesting
(both films screened so far from this new reboot were
only average, and even less than that.)

On what exactly, and at what point in the long and
detailed futuristic history of the universe (as mapped
out in several television series and several films,
stories, comic books, and numerous computer games),
the new series focus will on —they did not mention. At
this stage, we can only guess, and perhaps the new
writers themselves have not yet decided on the
matter. In my opinion, there are only two interesting
periods that they should make into a series.

IN0N NOPNNT VWP NNXRA K7 DT
DNANNN 'A% ,(Mmipn TIvi) ™9
oIy NN W YRT? ,n9N'KY
NN 72N ...0YY DMATAY N'WhUn
TIND YR DIYR D

nirn? nmiy 2017-aw 1w Tin jnm XY
['2 yon "0 IXRVO" 7Y WTN NNTO
JNi My 7 W 1"ue RWI — 010
[2 yon"a npoy "7 NTNN NTIAY)
MNOY'OI ,0"NIN90N N'™71A7'a1 "DdID
[ 1997 (D20 DINRN DRT NNTO 7Y
VY710 '010 NNT01 'ww 1o N
['2 von 7w "wTnn 2INn'Rn" 7w

' ['09 NIRENOINA POIVN "D'dID
NIND ["2yn N7 72X .23-D XN NI
2INN'RNN DD TY MPINY 0'010N 1Y)
(N™TA nuni oM n AT wINn

NMIVO'N] A7W NT'RAI PI'TA NN 7Y
DIP' 27U NN NDNRD NI TNYN
N'T'I70 NNTO NNDI NN N9INY) NT
0190211 Y1717 '010 NNdI NNdA
D'2NN 2NN 'PRYNI 0 AIR MID'0Al
X7 DN ,NYTNN NTON PIOYN (N190N
Jqamy

,0'WINI NI72VN7 71 0T 27w TWON
N7 TIV DAXY D'UTNN DX 2RI
NIDIPN QY 1 W' MYT? "Y1 10"700
.NNTO [NV 1YY DNY 'RTOW NI'MyN
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Not the 22nd century of the TV series "Enterprise" and
of Captain Archer. This has already been covered.
(Although it might be interesting at some point, to see
how to build a future interplanetary federation in a
separate series that takes place in the 22nd century).
Nor of the 23 century of the original Captain Kirk
series. We’ve already seen two of those universes —
Thank you.

Not the 24th century of "Star Trek - The Next
Generation" “Deep Space Nine", and "Voyager"
they’ve been exhausted, exhausted — Thank you. And
according to the order of the years since "Next
Generation" began in 1987, that century was over or
almost over, in any case. So what will it be?

There are two options :

Move up to the “Future” of the 25th century, to the
year 2409 or 2423 (or something like that), with new
enemies and new galaxies to explore.

Or another option — which is preferable in my opinion:
Go back, back in time, even to before the 22nd
century of "Enterprise" — to the period in the history
of the "Star Trek" universe of which we know little of,
even though its importance is quite unparalleled.

— Onto the middle of the 21st century, about fifty
years from now, to around the year 2067, to the time
of World War IlI!

Al Zefram Cochrane invents flight at speeds greater
than that of light (remember the eighth “Star Trek”
film?).

We also return to that monstrous war criminal Colonel
Greene whose name is infamous even in the 23rd and
the 24th centuries due to horrific war crimes he
committed.

NNTON 7w 22-n NN 7V X7

XN DT Q'YX P09 7w "TmionoIr"
NIXY? TNya ["yn N 72IRY NiNnY)
NNTOQ N1 |2 N'¥ITO DRI 'R
(-22-n kN2 NYNINAN ND0N

NNAIpnn NNToN 7w 23-n nXnn X7 DA
— DI Y 12'XN L [U97 7Y
DTN

— 020D "ayon" 7w 24-n nknin X7
"ann" "ywn pimy 770" "xan T
D'IWUN 1TO 'O .NTIN — 1'% ,11'¥N
1987-2 "Nan wTn" n7nin TR 197NY
NN IX NATNO0N 12D NINTN NNNN
.Mj7n 701 nnrro?

?Pp Nn X

NI'MNYOX MY W'

mvY ,25 -n nxnn 7w "Tny" e
oy ,(NT 'vn 1nwn Ix) 2423 1x 2409
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D'w'nN Y2 ,21-0 NRNN YXAR I —
78,2067 niw NIaao 7R ,0irnn mv
' n'w2wn 07190 Nnn'n Y Rt
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1'MYN VI0N NN DMdIT) IRN NN
.(?"DdD "2 von"

MX79N00 NNN7RN VWIS 78 DTN DAl
DA DY |IXT? DT MWW |2 1717
1Yo 7721 24-n nXnal 23-n kN2
.UX'Y D'RI NN

CyberCozen Page 12 of 17

Vol. XXVII1, No. 04; April 2016


http://vignette2.wikia.nocookie.net/startrek/images/f/f1/Optimum.svg/revision/latest?cb=20110226142220

1702

— And onto the "Optimum" ideological terrorist
movement that conquered entire countries in the
middle of the 21st century in an attempt to
"upgrade" those "who are worthy" in the book
"Federation”.

GREG CoX

nVNRN "Dmruoikn" nynn I —
NYOW NNI'K N'00MINL NAITIRIT'R
21-0 NXNN YXNK NIN7Y NIXIX
19021 "W m" NX "NTw?" [rona
. "federation”

VOLUNE ONE

The Rise and Fall of Khan Noonien Singh

— To the "Eugenics Wars" and the enhanced human,
the terrorist and conqueror Kahn, well remembered in
both universes of the 23 century in accidentally as a
result of a mix-up in historical documents, was thought
to have lived at the end of the 20th century. But in that
period, there were no murderously ideological wars
known as the "Eugenics Wars”.

It is now clear to all, that Kahn and his super-terrorists
and their murderous fanatic ideology belongs to the
middle of the 21st century.

So what will it be? Zafran Cochran and his ideology of
star travel against the opposing murderous ideologies.
Who will win? Cochran who will have been
instrumental in establishing the Federation, or Colonel
Green of the Optimum movement and Kahn the
murderous super- ideologue and terrorist?

I think the new series creators should also think about
this possibility. If they do so, they will have created a
futuristic series which is very relevant in terms of the

issues we will face in this decade and the next.
[Translated from the Hebrew: Leybl Botwinik]

X7 7 "NIraIRkn nimn'mn" 7x
ATIYUNAN NIXIXRD WA DOMINLN
1Y 23-N NNNA DA 20 1T WY
712720 NRXIND NIYVIY DAl

'N XINY DYD IAWN NX11D D0'DNoN
TINT NOI7NA 72X .20-n nknn 9102
NMAZIXTX NN IwNNn X7

" NIMAIRRN NinN'an" s nranxn
-1910N I'YANI [X7W 727 1N nwd
N'OXION NAZIR'TRNI D'VONV
NNNN YYNXY Nd"w ,DN7Y NNYY
210

[RIPIR [NOT 20 AT nn TN

TA1D 17W D21DY RN NAITIRIT'NI
QITANN NIMNXY NEAITIRTTR

DPIN I'MIAPYAY [KP1P ?7NX)' '
YN 7 N2 721717 IX 17N
VOMINL 910N |K{?I DIN'VDIXRN

? 1INYIN N0 ATINTRD

NWUTNN NOTON X7 XY 17 XN
IYY' DY .NXTN NNWOKN 7V DA 21wnY
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Book Review: Redshirts —John Scalzi

Reviewed by Leybl Botwinik (and others)

Scalzi, John. Redshirts. USA: TOR Books (2012). 317 pages (this includes 80 pages of 3
“Codas” or appendixes + one “Acknowledgments” section — that should all be read).

REDSHIATS

Raddeirm b (n) suineyaurendsrwest funay
) 0 wevnic-bearndies biwn 1o Philip K Dk you sval, sl
et shusmly =xb in idems el bumdory. Suhve Senbac saty
Win imvgionmtan b srim wind seares o direet Wi
Rt om and prosper.”

3 e hanaatly sny § ot Wik of umatiet book tut evnr
e LT T .

A friend and fellow SF lover Yosi S., grabbed me and said — “Leybl, you’ve got to read
Scalzi’s “Agent to the Stars” — Come over later and you can borrow it — it’s hilarious.” —
and it truly was very funny. That was my first intro to John Scalzi’s unique sense of
humour. Next up, my friend handed me John Scalzi’s “Redshirts”.

What I didn’t know, as I started reading
the book, was that the title had a special
significance that | was unaware of. Sure
I’ve seen the original Star Trek episodes.
Sure I’ve seen the coloured costumes of
the different ship’s personnel — but it still
didn’t ring a bell: that “redshirts” were the
crew members — security personnel —who
were inevitably and invariably hurt or
killed on the various missions whereas
other personnel wearing other coloured
uniforms usually survived (see:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redshirt_(ch

aracter)).

My excuse is, that in my formative years |
grew up watching TV in Black and
White. The first Star Trek episodes |
watched were not in colour — and only
years later would | see the coloured
costumes, and so it never rang a bell that

mostly red-shirted men and women were
always getting maimed or killed.

The book spoofs the way SF shows like
Star Trek had certain unwritten rules (or
templates) vis-a-vis the characters, and
one such was that officers — i.e. main
characters — no matter how badly they
were poisoned, beat up, maimed or near
death, they would always bounce back —
or at least be back on their feet with no
scars, etc. either in the same episode, or in
the following episode.

This actually reminds me of a specific
Star Trek episode, where this actually
happened. Might the author of that story
have been spoofing the very program he
was writing for — or was this entirely
coincidence?
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In “Day of the Dove” there is an evil spirit
who has instigated a non-stop fight on
board the Enterprise, by arming a small
group of Klingons and cutting off the
majority of the crew, so that Captain Kirk
and a handful of his men are in constant
face-to-face combat with them (all
modern weapons have been turned into
swords — but no one thinks that this might
be strange...).

No matter how badly some of the crew
members are hurt — mortally wounded

even, they are back on their feet in no
time. The evil entity silently goads them
on to fight each other and heals the
wounded so he/it can feed off their
continuously violent moods and bitter
anger. The entity is eventually driven off
by laughter — which sort of coincides with
my pet theory that the episode is part
serious and part spoof (see
http://www.trektoday.com/reviews/tos/da
y_of the _dove.shtml).

In any case, for a great review of “Redshirts” and more pertinent info — plus plenty of
pictures of redshirt crew members from the original Start Trek seasons (the living, the dead,

and those in-between), see:

http://i09.gizmodo.com/5913022/john-scalzis-star-trek-spoof-funnier-and-more-moving-

than-you-expect

You can read the first four chapters of Redshirts over at Tor.com (registration required.)
or here: (http://www.tor.com/stories/2012/03/redshirts-prologue-chapter-1-a-2-excerpt)

How Tough are Scotsmen?

3

Laddie, you're speaking to the only

guy in a red shirt who isn't dead.

LIVE LONG
AND

DON'T WEAR
A RED SHIRT

A ‘down-to-earth’ note from one of our readers (and past contributors):

For what it's worth, a friend once told me that George Takei (Mr. Sulu from the original Star Trek
series) wanted a jogging partner during a break in a Star Trek convention. My friend was the one to

win out, and that was quite a few years ago.

It's nice to know that some of the star (Star?) actors are down-to-earth (no pun intended) enough to

engage the public in such a private act.

Gary Roth
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Sheer* Science: Silicon-based Aliens!
(* In memory of Aharon Sheer (7”1) — Founding Editor)

- Prepared by: Doron Calo*, PhD

But first a word from out sponsor:

(*our CC Sheer Science editor ©)

One of my favorite episodes of Star Trek is *"The Devil in the Dark"™ [see:
http://memory-alpha.wikia.com/wiki/The Devil in_the Dark (episode)].

Leonard Nimoy, as Spock, carries out one of his finest roles when he mind-melds with
the wounded alien creature and cries out to us in its voice, of the pain of the wound
and also of its dying race. | asked Doron Calo, our Sheer Science editor to write
something up related to Star Trek and he selected this — discussing the possibility of

non-carbon based life.

[LB, editor]

And here are some related pics to liven it all up:

—

STHR TREK- Q

DOCTOR FUN

In a classic episode from the first season of Star Trek (“The Devil in the Dark”), the crew
of the Enterprise explores the underground tunnels in a mining planet and makes the
startling discovery of a silicon-based species called the Horta. The creature is nothing like
anyone had ever encountered before, because its biochemistry is fundamentally different

from our own carbon-bases biology.

The very existence of such organisms is
difficult to prove at first, and further,
deeper questions also arise, such as the
right of this totally alien life form to exist.
In real life, silicon-based life forms will
probably not crop up in the near future,
but recent scientific advances suggest that
we may be able to create such alien
processes in the lab.

A groups of researchers from CalTech has
recently shown that it is possible to
modify an enzyme so that it could use
silicon instead of carbon, and
incorporate it into living cells. This
enzyme was originally found in a
thermophilic bacterium, that is, a type of
bacteria that thrives in high-temperature
environments (like hot springs or
hydrothermal vents). The researchers used
a powerful method called directed

evolution that harnesses the principle of
natural selection (albeit in much faster
rates) to vastly improve the existing (and
rather weak) capacity of the Cytochrome
C enzyme to handle silicon. This was
accomplished by incubating the bacteria
with silicon, letting it produce
hydrocarbons, and then select the bacteria
that most efficiently incorporated silicon
into the hydrocarbon chains.

Similar methods of directed evolution
become more and more common today as
tools for scientist who wish to improve
the existing attributes of existing
enzymes, for example by allowing them a
wider choice of starting materials,
improving the efficiency of the chemical
reactions facilitated by the enzymes, or by
exploring new and interesting end
products. And why would we want to
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fiddle with these enzymes in the first
place?

Well, this opens up a wealth of
possibilities, for instance, by creating
enzymes that can naturally manufacture
silicon-based industrial materials such
as adhesives and sealants. Modified
enzymes could also aid the biofuel
industry and assist in the manufacture of
novel pharmaceutical drugs. And there
is always the remote possibility of using
silicon-utilizing enzymes to create
silicon-based life in the lab.

The latter, obviously, is still a long way
off, and we’re unlikely to see any lab-
grown Hortas any time soon. The very
existence of alternative life forms is still
in the firm grip of science fiction.

| remember that several years ago several
scientists claimed to find evidence of
arsenic-based life. I was greatly saddened
to later hear that their claim was refuted
(and by scientists from the Weizmann
Institute, of all people!).

Still, the prospect of non-carbon-based life is important, especially when looking at the
bizarre environment on other planets and moons in our solar system, such as the
methane/ethane atmosphere of Saturn’s moon, Titan. If life is ever found there, they will
probably be very different from what we know here on Earth. And if Star Trek has taught us
anything, it is to treat these species with respect once we finally encounter them, so we

better be ready...

Links:
Article in Science magazine:

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/03/researchers-take-small-step-toward-silicon-

based-life

Acrticle in Nature about the (probably non-existent) arsenic-based bacteria:
http://www.nature.com/news/arsenic-life-bacterium-prefers-phosphorus-after-all-1.11520

NEXT MONTH: Special Memorial issue
— One year since Aharon Sheer’s passing away!

We’d love to hear your thoughts on any of the above subjects and we may publish some of them!

For Comments: E-mail: leybl botwinik@yahoo.com. Tel: Leybl Botwinik 054-537-7729

Editor: Leybl Botwinik. Founding Editor: Aharon Sheer (2"7). Logo by: Miriam Ben-Loulu (?").
For free email delivery (PDF format) write to leybl botwinik@yahoo.com

All rights reserved to specified authors and artists © o7x1 ™22 MMAw MMTI 93
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